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Veterinary Guidance Following Typhoon Halong 

Dear Alaska veterinary colleagues, 
 
First and foremost, thank you! In the aftermath of Typhoon Halong, your compassion and professionalism have 
made a real difference for animals and the communities you serve. Your work helps stabilize animal health 
systems during periods of significant disruption. 
 
As people and animals displaced by the disaster relocate, increased vigilance within the veterinary community is 
essential to help prevent and control the spread of animal and zoonotic diseases. 

What to Expect and Watch For 
Nearly 200 dogs have been evacuated from Western Alaska communities affected by Typhoon Halong.  Many of these 
dogs have been reunited with owners, and others are being fostered in Anchorage, Fairbanks, and Kenai/Soldotna. 

As the separate populations of dogs come together and interact, there may be an increase in infectious diseases.  
As you work with clients who run animal rescues or who are fostering dogs from the storm, please help them 
identify biosecurity, sanitation, and isolation protocols that may be appropriate.   

Prior to the storm, Anchorage veterinarians were already reporting an increased number of canine respiratory 
cases.  Some cases of parvovirus have been diagnosed in dogs from the disaster area. 

Given that the storm hit areas with endemic rabies in foxes, it is possible that some dogs may have been exposed 
to a rabid animal prior to the storm and prior to their first rabies vaccine.  As a reminder, the incubation period for 
rabies in dogs is typically 2 to 8 weeks but can be up to 6 months!  Distemper and rabies should be on the 
differential list for any neurologic dog coming from the disaster area. 

Please heighten disease surveillance and infection control protocols at your practices and educate clients.  

Reporting Animal and Zoonotic Diseases 
Under 18 AAC 36 (Animal Health), reportable diseases must be reported to the Office of the State Veterinarian 
(OSV). Suspected or confirmed cases, as well as unusual morbidity or mortality events that may affect animal or 
public health should be reported.  OSV may be able to coordinate additional testing for suspected cases of 
zoonotic diseases upon request.   OSV’s website includes links to the Alaska Reportable Disease List. 

 

http://www.dec.alaska.gov/
https://dec.alaska.gov/eh/vet/animal-health-disease/


 

How to report: 

• Phone: 907.375.8215 

• Email: sarah.coburn@alaska.gov.  Please include in subject line: Reportable Disease: followed by the disease 
that was diagnosed.  Include in the email: signalment, brief description of clinical signs, test used to make the 
diagnosis, and any other relevant details 

Animal Movement, Permits, and CVIs 
Movement of animals from the disaster area within Alaska: As much as possible, ensure dogs are vaccinated with 
DHPP and rabies prior to going into foster homes.  Formal quarantine orders may be used to reduce disease risk; 
however, no State-issued quarantines are currently in effect. 

• Out of Alaska (exports): As always, check with the receiving state prior to issuing a CVI.  Extra precautions should 
be taken for dogs from the disaster area to ensure that there is no owner or that the animal was officially 
relinquished.  In addition, additional scrutiny of the health, records, and risk assessment for potential exposure to 
infectious diseases are recommended.   

• Shelter and foster transfers: Ensure traceable identification, vaccination and deworming as indicated, and that 
records accompany the animals. Maintain strict biosecurity in temporary housing (e.g., isolation of symptomatic 
animals, disinfection protocols).  

Public Health Coordination 
Please coordinate promptly with local public health authorities for suspected zoonotic diseases or human 
exposures (e.g., bites, suspected rabies exposures, or gastrointestinal illness linked to animals).  Contact Dr. 
Louisa Castrodale, State of Alaska Department of Health, 907-269-8002, regarding rabies testing. 

Dog bites to humans should be reported to your local animal control authority. 

Your role as veterinarians is central to safeguarding animal health, public health, and community resilience during 
disaster recovery. Your vigilance, reporting, and expertise help ensure that animals and people remain safe and 
healthy as Alaska rebuilds. 

Thank you for your ongoing commitment to your patients and communities. 

Dr. Sarah Coburn, DVM 
State Veterinarian  
Office of the State Veterinarian 
Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation 
https://dec.alaska.gov/eh/vet/ 
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