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By Dr. Sarah Coburn 
Our Mission: 

“Promoting excellence 

and professionalism of 

Alaska Veterinarians in 

advancing the health 

and well-being of       

animals and the      

public.” 

Dear Colleagues, 
 

From all of us on the AKVMA board, we hope that 

you and your co-workers are doing well!  The 
newsletter this month has a lot of important       
updates, so please read through and contact any 
Board member if you have questions or would like 
additional details on any topic.  
 

We are excited to announce our upcoming AKVMA membership 

meeting!  It will be held via Zoom on October 4th from 6-7:30 pm.  
We will have updates on some of the most important issues that 
have come up in the past year, and some of the topics expected to 
come up in the next legislative session.  There will be 2 open        
positions on the AKVMA Executive Board.  Those positions will be 
voted on, and the new board members will move into their new   
positions following the meeting.   
 

The Board had a subcommittee review the Association By-Laws   

recently, and make some revisions in order to clarify points of     
governance, and to allow for more flexibility in carrying out the   
annual member meeting remotely.  We appreciate the subcom-
mittee that reviewed the by-laws in great detail (Michelle Liebold, 
Mary Ann Hollick, and Brian Davidson), and made recommendations 
to the full Executive Board.  This was a time consuming process, but 
so important for the functioning of our Association. 
 

As we move forward in 2020, please treat yourself and your           

co-workers with grace and compassion.  Everyone is trying their 
best to navigate work and personal lives effectively.  We talk about 
mental wellbeing, but at this particular time, it is especially           
important to find the small things each day that will help you to find 
joy and equilibrium, and reach out to others to find support when 
needed. 
 

I look forward to ‘seeing’ you at our annual membership meeting 

on October 4th!   
 
Sincerely, 
Sarah Coburn 
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Join the Zoom Meeting via Computer or Phone, Go To: 
(Note: If you have Zoom Client installed, click “launch meeting.”  

 Otherwise, click  “download and run Zoom” - this takes a minute or less.) 

 

Can’t access by computer? Join us by phone, call: 
+1 253 215 8782  

Meeting ID: 928 3866 6587 
 

Not sure how to connect to a zoom meeting? Learn how at:  
https://uis.georgetown.edu/zoom/join/windows/ 

https://zoom.us/j/92838666587 
 

Meeting ID: 928 3866 6587 

We invite AKVMA members to join us “virtually” on Sunday, 
October 4th from 6—7:30pm as we use ZOOM to host our 
AKVMA membership meeting.  Grab your favorite beverage, get comfortable and connect with us as 
we feature AKVMA highlights, pertinent legislative issues, AVMA news and engage members in 
electing new officers.  Be sure to join us to stay connected and let your voice be heard! 

Be sure to look for an email from AKVMA around Sept. 23rd that will provide all the meeting details 
as well as information for submitting a proxy vote (if desired) for candidates for board positions of 
President-Elect and Secretary. 
 
AKVMA Bylaws—Article III Section 7.  Proxies.  At all meetings of members, a member may vote 
in person or by proxy executed in writing by the member or by their duly authorized attorney in 
fact.  Such proxy shall be filed with the secretary of the Corporation before or at the time of the 
meeting.   

https://uis.georgetown.edu/zoom/join/windows/
https://zoom.us/j/92838666587


Alaska Garden & Pet Supply, Inc. would 
like to offer a virtual education series 
on pet wellness. Any and all topics 
would be welcome! Nutrition, how to 
clip nails, fleas and ticks, obesity, anxie-
ty, or others. They would like to partner 
with the veterinary community.   
 
If you or another veterinarian in your 
clinic are interested in working with     
Alaska Garden & Pet Supply, please 
contact Kimberly McCourtney, Senior 
Vice President, Alaska Garden & Pet 
Supply, Inc.  Call 907-222-2051 or email 
kimberlym@alaskamillandfeed.com 

 Page 3 

 

Bring your knowledge… energy… 

and expertise to the table! 

AKVMA Board Positions 
Time to Nominate 

Open positions on the AKVMA Board in October will be      
President-Elect and Secretary (3 year term with opportunity 
for additional 3 year term). Contact Pat Anderson at             
execdir@akvma.org for information. Elections will be held 
during the AKVMA membership meeting on October 4th, 
2020. 

mailto:kimberlym@alaskamillandfeed.com
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LEARN MORE ABOUT THE ISSUE 
However, where there is no medically appropriate 
drug that is FDA-approved, conditionally approved, or 
on the Index of Legally Marketed Unapproved New 
Animal Drugs for Minor Species (indexed) to treat the 
animal, an animal drug compounded from bulk drug 
substances may be a veterinary medically necessary 
treatment.  

On November 19, 2019, FDA issued draft Guidance for 
Industry #256, entitled “Compounding Animal Drugs 
from Bulk Drug Substances.” The new draft guidance, 
if finalized, would advise veterinarians on circum-
stances under which FDA does not intend to take   
action for certain violations of the FD&C Act when 
pharmacists and veterinarians compound or oversee 
the compounding of animal drugs from bulk drug   
substances.  FDA believes this policy, if finalized, 
would allow the legitimate veterinary medical needs 
of their animal patients to be met by providing access 
to drugs compounded from bulk in appropriate         
circumstances, without undermining the demonstrat-
ed safety and effectiveness of approved animal 
drugs.   
 
The agency is also developing the “List of Bulk Drug 
Substances for Compounding Office Stock Drugs for 
Use in Nonfood-Producing Animals or Antidotes for 
Food-Producing Animals.” Under the circumstances 
of Draft GFI #256, only bulk drug substances on this 
list can be compounded into drugs for office stock or 
for antidotes for food-producing animals.   
 
The draft guidance attempts to balance the risks of 
animal drugs compounded from bulk substances 
when no FDA approved drug is available for treat-
ment.                                                      
                Continued on page 5 

This draft guidance is intended for veterinarians, State-
licensed pharmacies, and Federal facilities interested 
in compounding animal drugs from bulk drug            
substances for use in nonfood-producing animals or 
for use as antidotes in food-producing animals under 
limited circumstances when no other medically       
appropriate treatment options exist.  
 
Drug compounding is the process of combining, mixing 
or altering ingredients to create a medication tailored 
to the needs of an individual animal or a small group of 
animals, and these drugs can play a critical role in       
veterinary medicine. Compounded animal drugs are 
typically made by pharmacists or veterinarians. The 
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (FD&C Act)     
permits compounding of animal drugs when the 
source of the active ingredient is a finished FDA-
approved drug, and not a bulk drug substance. A “bulk 
drug substance” is a substance used to make a drug 
that becomes an active ingredient in the finished     
dosage form of the drug. 
 
Animal drugs compounded from bulk drug substances 
are not FDA-approved and have not been reviewed by 
FDA for evidence that they are safe, effective, properly 
manufactured, accurately labeled, and adequately 
packaged. Further, when the compounded drug is for a 
food-producing animal, FDA has not reviewed           
evidence supporting conditions of use to protect 
against drug residues. Finally, unlike sponsors of      
approved animal drugs, compounders are not required 
to report to FDA adverse events and product defects 
regarding animal drugs compounded from bulk drug 
substances. 

MORE INFORMATION ABOUT FDA GFI #256 - Go To: 

https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/cvm-gfi-256-compounding-animal-drugs-bulk-drug-

https://www.fda.gov/animal-veterinary/compliance-enforcement/unapproved-animal-drugs#Pathways
https://www.fda.gov/animal-veterinary/compliance-enforcement/unapproved-animal-drugs#Pathways
https://www.fda.gov/animal-veterinary/compliance-enforcement/unapproved-animal-drugs#Pathways
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/cvm-gfi-256-compounding-animal-drugs-bulk-drug-substances
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/cvm-gfi-256-compounding-animal-drugs-bulk-drug-substances
https://www.fda.gov/animal-veterinary/animal-drug-compounding/list-bulk-drug-substances-compounding-office-stock-drugs-use-nonfood-producing-animals-or-antidotes
https://www.fda.gov/animal-veterinary/animal-drug-compounding/list-bulk-drug-substances-compounding-office-stock-drugs-use-nonfood-producing-animals-or-antidotes
https://www.fda.gov/animal-veterinary/animal-drug-compounding/list-bulk-drug-substances-compounding-office-stock-drugs-use-nonfood-producing-animals-or-antidotes
https://www.fda.gov/animal-veterinary/animal-drug-compounding/list-bulk-drug-substances-compounding-office-stock-drugs-use-nonfood-producing-animals-or-antidotes
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/cvm-gfi-256-compounding-animal-drugs-bulk-drug-substances
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ACT NOW 

SUBMIT COMMENTS BY OCT. 15, 2020 

Submit either online or written comments on the draft 
guidance before the close date.   

Submit online comments to:  
https://www.regulations.gov/docket?D=FDA-2018-D-4533  

If unable to submit comments online, please mail 
written comments to: 

Dockets Management 
Food and Drug Administration 

5630 Fishers Lane, Rm 1061 
Rockville, MD 20852 

All written comments should be identified with this     
document's docket number: FDA-2018-D-4533 

 
QUESTIONS? 

Contact Eric Nelson 
Email: cvmcompliance@fda.hhs.gov 

T | 240-402-7001 

How to Reach Our 

District XI AVMA Representative 

 

Sandy Willis, DVM, MVSc, DACVIM 
 

T | 206-817-9227 
E | sandy7957@comcast.net 

 

Meet Our New 
District XI 

AVMA Representative 
 

Sandy Willis, DVM, MVSc, DACVIM 
 

Dr. Sandy Willis has been elected 
to the American Veterinary   
Medical Association (AVMA) 
Board of Directors for District XI, 
which includes the states of   
Alaska, Idaho, Montana, Oregon, 
Washington, and Wyoming. She 
joined the Board in August and     
will serve a six-year term,         

succeeding Dr. Rena Carlson of Idaho. 
 
Dr. Sandy Willis most recently served as chair of the 
AVMA House Advisory Committee, where she  
participated on the AVMA Board of Directors, served  

on the Strategic Management Committee and the 
Budget Finance Review Committee, and was a voting 
member of the American Veterinary Medical         
Foundation Board of Directors. She has also served as 
the Washington delegate and alternate delegate to 
the AVMA House of Delegates.  
 
Dr. Willis is past present Puget Sound (formerly       
Seattle-King County) Veterinary Medical Association 
(PSVMA), was chair of the Washington State            
Veterinary Medical Association Conference for a 
whopping 17 years, and WSVMA president for two 
terms, 2004-2005 and 2006-2007. 
 
Dr. Willis received the honor of WSVMA Veterinarian 
of the Year in 2015.    
 
Dr. Willis is the small animal internist for Phoenix Lab, 
now part of Zoetis. She oversees continuing education 
programs, writes much of the educational pieces for 
laboratory clients, and serves as representative to 
Alaska from the laboratory.    
 
"Despite the relatively small size of our collective 
vote, our experience, our opinions, our collaboration 
and our leadership in District XI continue to help     
advance the AVMA," explains Dr. Willis. "We have a 
reputation of thoughtful, collaborative leadership, of 
making tough decisions in challenging times, and of 
working together for the common good. In Alaska, I 
was excited to see how the recent Veterinary Infor-
mation Forum topics were summarized by the Alaska 
delegates for AKVMA member discussion and review. 
It brought the VIF topics full circle. Alaska’s veterinari-
ans are in good hands with Drs. Mary Ann Hollick and 
Amanda Taylor. I look forward to serving Alaska’s       
veterinarians as District XI Director." 

https://www.regulations.gov/docket?D=FDA-2018-D-4533
https://www.regulations.gov/docket?D=FDA-2018-D-4533
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How To Contact Your Delegates 

 

AVMA Delegate 
Dr. Mary Ann Hollick 
Phone: 907.862.1957   

Email: maryannhollickdvmhod@gmail.com 
 

AVMA Alternate Delegate 
Dr. Amanda Taylor 

Phone: 907.562.8384   
Email: amandataylordvmhod@gmail.com 

Page 2 
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From our AVMA 
 Delegates 

Dr. Mary Ann Hollick and Dr. Amanda Taylor 

In this new world of virtual everything, AVMA hosted its first 

annual virtual online leadership conference and annual       
convention.  After intense preparation everything went 
smoothly for the Zoom elections of officers and the business 
meeting. 
 

Two policies were discussed. 

1.  AVMA supported a policy for the transportation of animals 
for research and education under the guidance of a veterinari-
an to support animal welfare during transport. 
2.  AVMA stressed that veterinarians should lead the process 
for the judicious use of antiparasitic drugs. 
 

As you may know, the Alaska veterinary CE requirement was 

waived for the current renewal period.  We learned that other 
veterinary boards have also changed continuing requirements 
either waiving them or allowing more online options. 
 

Diversity and Inclusivity in the veterinary workplace and        

admissions were prominent topics of focus this year with     
information forthcoming. 
 

AVMA Membership is now 95,000 strong. The planned dues 

increase, which had been scheduled years ago, has been     
postponed due to the recent hardship many face during this       
pandemic. 
 

AVMA is now hosting a loyalty program, AVMA Direct          

Connect,  avma.org/directconnect which is a pricing tool       
involving vendors, products and an online pharmacy.  Created 
in partnership with Vetcove, Direct Connect delivers powerful 
features  available only to AVMA members.  It’s a unique      
purchasing platform that consolidates all your favorite distribu-
tors, manufacturers, and labs onto one site, allowing you to 
search once across all vendors and easily compare prices, 
check stock, and manage orders. It is designed to solve the 
supply challenges of modern veterinary practices.  
 

There are extensive Covid resources on the AVMA website 

AVMA.org and Coronavirus@AVMA.org for members. 

The AXON website part of the AVMA.org  now 

provides over 100 hours of free education on a 
wide variety of topics such as career, wellbeing, 
diversity, opioids, cannabis, compounding as well 
as medicine related information. 

For those seeking a worthy charity, the Ameri-

can Veterinary  Medical Foundation (AVMF) is 
rated as gold star charity which means the     
highest portion of donations actually goes to the 
charitable acts for animals and disaster event.  It 
is an excellent charity to contribute to.  https://
www.avmf.org/ 
 

The AVMA PAC is a nonpartisan group which 

supports any politician who supports animal and 
veterinary issues. 

https://www.avma.org/resources-tools/personal-finance/avma-direct-connect
mailto:Coronavirus@AVMA.org
https://www.avmf.org/
https://www.avmf.org/
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AKVMA Signs On To Healthy Dog Importation Act H.R. 6921 

AKVMA has signed onto the support of this legislation for improved dog importation standards to prevent the        
introduction and spread of diseases impacting animal and human health.  The legislation promotes a collaborative 
inspection process where the USDA, CDC and CBP work together to ensure imported dogs are healthy and will not 
pose a threat to our country.  The bill has been referred to the House Committee on Agriculture. 

KEY POINTS: 
• U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Preven-

tion estimates that up to 1.245 million dogs 
are imported into the U.S. each year 

 
• As the number of imported dogs increases, 

so does the risk of importing nonnative    
parasites and zoonotic diseases 

 
• In the past five years, dogs have been        

imported with rabies, canine influenza, 
Asian canine distemper, leptospirosis,   
screwworm, and canine melioidosis 

 
• Current pet import oversight mechanisms 

established prior to the exponential growth 
of imports are unable to protect against this 
public and animal health threat 

 
WHAT IS THE PROBLEM? 
CDC estimates that up to 1.245 million dogs are import-
ed into the U.S. each year, most of these are personal 
pets.  For the estimated 113,000 imported from coun-
tries that are at a high-risk for rabies transmission, CDC 
requires a rabies vaccination certificate, but no other 
health documentation or identification.  For the 950,000 
imported from rabies-free or low-risk countries, CDC   
requires no documentation or vaccination.  A visual     
inspection provided by Customs and Border Protection 
personnel at the first port of entry is the only screening 
required by these dogs. 
 
USDA-APHIS has separate regulatory authority over dogs 
imported for resale, which is defined as “dogs imported 
for sale in wholesale channels, at retail, and for adoption 
after arrival in the United States”.  USDA’s import         
requirements are more stringent than CDC’s, unfortu-
nately they apply to only half of a percent of all imported 
dogs. 

WHAT THIS BILL WILL DO? 
This legislation provides the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture (USDA) with additional tools to monitor and 
safeguard the health of dogs being imported into the 
U.S. to ensure that all dogs entering the country are 
healthy and not at risk to spread dangerous diseases 
that could adversely impact animal and public health. 
 
Specifically: 
• The Secretary of Agriculture is provided authority 

to determine which vaccinations and other health 
information is required for entry of dogs into the 
U.S. This authority will be carried out by USDA’s 
Veterinary Services (VS) division. 

• Every dog entering the U.S. must be accompanied 
by a certificate of veterinary inspection (health 
certificate), issued by a licensed veterinarian ac-
credited by a competent veterinary authority rec-
ognized by the Secretary.  The health certificate 
must certify that the dog has received all required 
vaccinations and demonstrated negative test    
results. 

• Health certificates must be submitted to USDA, 
which will maintain a centralized, publicly availa-
ble database.  Required documentation may be 
submitted electronically.  All submitted infor-
mation will be made available to the secretaries 
of Health and Human Services (CDC), Commerce, 
and Homeland Security (CBP) to promote inter-
agency coordination and facilitate verification   
upon arrival in the U.S. 

• All dogs imported must be permanently identi-
fied. 

• The Secretary of Agriculture may set fees for the 
issuance of importation permits to offset costs for 
increased monitoring and oversight. 

 
AVMA supports robust inspection of dogs imported 
into the U.S.  With only a small percentage of dogs 
inspected, there is an increased risk of these animals 
bringing diseases into the country that could impact 
animal and human health. 
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Alaska Regulatory Updates 
The Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation proposes 
to change regulations dealing with Animal Health, including animal 
importation, changes to health certificates and certificates of      
veterinary inspections, goat and sheep testing, and disease          
reporting. 
 
Full details of the proposed changes are available here:  
http://dec.alaska.gov/eh/vet/regulations/animal-health 

What are the main changes you should be aware of and how will 
the changes impact animal health? 
 
The amendment proposes changes to the Alaska Administrative 
Code dealing with Animal Health. The revisions include:  

   18 AAC 36.015 (a): DEC intends to require health certificates or certificates of  
    veterinary inspection to have a unique number that is trackable and traceable;     

    18 AAC 36.125 (a)(5): adds requirement that if a goat is over 2 months of age,   
     has tested negative for Mycoplasma ovipneumoniae within 60 days of import; 

    18 AAC 36.135 (a)(1): clarifies requirement for genetic testing of sheep; 
 
    18 AAC 36.135 (a)(6): adds requirement that if a sheep is over 2 months of  
     age, has tested negative for Mycoplasma ovipneumoniae within 60 days of  
     import; 
 
    18 AAC 36.215 (b) through (f): repeals and readopts to make conforming edits 
    and clarifications, and adds/removes diseases from those listed. (See question 
    3 for detailed changes) 

    18 AAC 36.215: amended by adding a new subsection dealing with reporting 
    emerging pathogens. 

    18 AAC 36.500 (f): amended by updating from the 2013 to the 2020 version of  
    the adopted by reference American Veterinary Medical Association's (AVMA)  
    Guidelines for Euthanasia of Animals. 

You may comment on the proposed regulation changes, including 
the potential costs to private persons of complying with the       
proposed changes, by submitting written comments to Shannon 
Miller, Department of Environmental Conservation, 555 Cordova 
Street, Anchorage, AK 99501. Additionally, the Department of     
Environmental Conservation will accept comments by facsimile at 
(907) 269-7654, by electronic mail at shannon.miller@alaska.gov, 
and online by visiting https://dec.alaska.gov/eh/vet/regulations/
animal-health/ and using the comment link.  
Note: You can comment in favor or in opposition to a particular 
topic in the proposed regulations, without commenting on the 
other portions of the proposed regulations. 
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The comments must be received not 
later than 11:59pm on Sept. 30, 2020.  
 
You may submit written questions    
relevant to the proposed action to 
Shannon Miller, Department of          
Environmental Conservation, 555     
Cordova Street, Anchorage, AK 99501 
or by email to 
shannon.miller@alaska.gov. The     
questions must be received at least 
10 days before the end of the public    
comment period.  

Updates from the Office of the State 
Veterinarian 

 
Rabbit hemorrhagic disease, caused by the 
virus Rabbit Hemorrhagic Disease Virus 
Serotype 2 (RHDV2), affects both domestic 
and wild rabbits, causing respiratory and 
neurological symptoms, loss of appetite, 
and fever. Infected rabbits may have blood-
stained noses, or experience sudden death. 
RHDV2 is highly contagious and can be 
spread through direct contact with the bod-
ily fluids of an infected rabbit, or by han-
dling contaminated materials. Humans can-
not contract the virus, but can play a role in 
spreading it. RHDV2 outbreaks are ongoing 
in multiple states and Canada. 
 
In response to the outbreak in multiple 
states, on August 11, 2020, the Office of the 
State Veterinarian implemented additional 
import requirements for rabbits. Rabbits 
coming from a state with a positive detec-
tion of RHDV in domestic or wild rabbits or 
hares, from a quarantine zone, or from an 
area within 10 miles of a diagnosed case of 
RHDV must have an approved import       
permit issued by the State of Alaska. 
https://dec.alaska.gov/eh/vet/rabbit-
hemorrhagic-disease 
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/
animal_health/downloads/rhdv2.pdf 

http://dec.alaska.gov/eh/vet/regulations/animal-health
https://dec.alaska.gov/eh/vet/rabbit-hemorrhagic-disease
https://dec.alaska.gov/eh/vet/rabbit-hemorrhagic-disease
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/downloads/rhdv2.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/downloads/rhdv2.pdf


The following article has been submitted by the Fix by Five          

Campaign.  The AKVMA Board of Directors would like to know  

whether you have any concerns with Dr. Bushby’s recommenda-

tions.  Should AKVMA support the Fix by Five Campaign? Please 

email any comments to info@akvma.org. 

 

No Reason to Delay 
 P H I L I P  A .  B U S H B Y ,  D V M ,  M S ,  D A C V S  

A client walks into the veterinarian’s office with a new 
kitten.  One of the most common questions that client will ask 
is “When should I have my cat spayed (or neutered, if it is a 
male)?   
 
Should the answer to that question be based on opinion or our 
scientific evidence?  Should the answer to that question vary 
from one veterinary clinic to the next, or should it be con-
sistent?   
 
Until now the profession has not been able to come to an 
agreement on the appropriate age for spay and neuter of 
cats.  This has led to a considerable amount of confusion with 
many in the public not knowing when to schedule the surger-
ies.  Unfortunately, this confusion has consequences.  We see 
the consequence when we walk into animal shelters and see 
them overrun with kittens.   
 
Glen Olah, DVM Ph.D. DABVP and president of the Winn  Feline 
Foundation has stated; “No wonder clients are often confused, 
or simply put spay/neuter off.  If we’re the experts we should 
offer a clear direction to cat owners.  Thanks to the work of the 
Veterinary Task Force on Feline Sterilization, we now can offer 
clear direction to cat owners.   A comprehensive review of the 
veterinary literature regarding spay / neuter in cats revealed: 
 
• Ovariohysterectomy prior to the first heat cycle has a     

protective affect against mammary neoplasia.  Given that 
cats can come into heat by five months of age and that 
90% of mammary tumors in cats are malignant.  Spay /   
neuter prior to five months of age is critical. 

 
• No evidence that spay / neuter prior to five months of age 

is linked to increases in any disease or orthopedic            
conditions.     

 
Given these facts, why is there still confusion?  Why is there still 
disagreement? 
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There has been more research on the effects of 
spay / neuter in dogs and there are some         
adverse consequences of spay / neuter especial-
ly in some large breed dogs.  Some veterinarians 
simply assume that what is true in some dogs 
must be true in cats as well, but that is not nec-
essarily the case.  
 
In an effort to bring some consistency to the   
recommendations for feline spay / neuter the 
Veterinary Task Force on Feline Sterilization     
developed a consensus statement – 
found here.  The document states, in part; 
 “Given the known benefits of sterilization and 
the lack of evidence for harm related to age at 
which the procedure is performed, the Veteri-
nary Task Force on Feline Sterilization calls for 
veterinary practitioners and professional associa-
tions to recommend sterilization of cats by 5 
months of age. This provides veterinary          
practitioners with a consistent message that may 
increase veterinary visits and spay/neuter        
compliance while reducing the risk of pet         
relinquishment and unwanted offspring.” 
 
Since the Veterinary Task Force on Feline        
Sterilization published their consensus           
statement on Recommendations for Age of Spay 
and Neuter Surgery it has been officially           
endorsed by the AVMA, AAHA, AAFP, ASV and 
numerous humane organizations.   

FIX BY FIVE CAMPAIGN 

The message is this: if all practicing veterinari-
ans were to change the age at which they spay 
and neuter cats to before 5 months of age the 
overpopulation of cats would, over time,    
simply disappear.   

Continued on page 12 

http://www.winnfelinefoundation.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/fix-by-five-focus-version-4-9-16.pdf?sfvrsn=0


The profession has spoken.  The major professional 
veterinary organizations are in agreement.  But still 
some veterinarians resist.  There are three basic 
reasons why some veterinarians are still                  
recommending 6 months or even older for         
sterilization of cats. 
 
1. It  is a change and it is natural for people to      
resist change. 
 
2. Many veterinarians have not heard of Feline  
Fix by Five (FFF) or the endorsements by              
professional and humane organizations.  A series of 
surveys in multiple states revealed that approxi-
mately ¾ of the responding veterinarians were not 
aware of FFF or of the endorsements by profes-
sional associations.  The good news was that ¾ of 
the responding veterinarians stated that now that 
they were aware they would change. 
 
3. There are some theories related to adverse 
effects that are persistent myths. Some fear that 
earlier feline neuter may predispose to urinary    
obstruction.  But there is no scientific basis for that 
fear.  Others fear that earlier spay / neuter may 
predispose to slipped capital epiphysis. Again, 
there is no scientific basis for that fear either.  
 
A comprehensive search of the veterinary             
literature reveals no proven adverse effects from 
reducing the age of spay/neuter of cats from 6 
months to 5 months or younger and numerous 
benefits.  Spay / neuter by 5 months of age will 
eliminate unwanted pregnancies and will              
significantly reduce the incidence of mammary    
neoplasia in cats.  Couple this with the fact that the 
surgeries are easier and faster, the recoveries are 
faster, and the incidence of anesthetic and surgical 
complications is lower there is no reason to delay 
spay/neuter of cats past 5 months of age! 
 

Comments??? 
Send to info@akvma.org 
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Continued from page 11 

Highlights About AKVMA’s  
Legislative Efforts 
 
VCPR and Telemedicine Proposed Regulations by 
the Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prescription Drug Monitoring Program 

 
 
 
 
 
 

On June 9, 2020 – AKVMA sent a Legislative Alert 
to members (Read here ) concerning VCPR and 
telemedicine regulations proposed by the Board 
of Veterinary Medical Examiners. 
 
AKVMA opposed the VCPR and telemedicine      
regulations proposed by the Board of Veterinary 
Examiners and provided written and oral testimo-
ny.  Thank you to all the AKVMA members who        
also advocated against this legislation.  As a result 
there were 62 pages of comments received by the 
Board of Veterinary Examiners (BOVE) and over-
whelmingly the public comment was against the 
proposed regulations.  BOVE did not pass the    
proposed VCPR and telemedicine regulations.  
BOVE is currently working on a new draft for VCPR            
regulations and once those are available for     
public comment AKVMA will notify you.  

Drs. Sarah Coburn and Jim Delker provided        
testimony during the legislative session that     
supported HB 184 for an exemption of veterinari-
ans from the prescription drug monitoring        
program.  Due to the COVID-19 response the 
Alaska legislature was not able to act on HB 
184.  New legislation will need to be reintroduced 
in another legislative session to seek an              
exemption of veterinarians from the PDMP.   

Have a legislative concern? 
 

How To Contact AKVMA’s  

Legislative Liaison 

 

Dr. Jim Delker 
T | 907.262.4581 or 907.252.3349 

E | jddelker@aol.com 

https://www.akvma.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/LegislativeAlert.pdf


AKVMA BOARD OF  

DIRECTORS 

 
President—Dr. Sarah Coburn 

 
President Elect—Dr. McKayla Dick 

 
Past President—Dr. Julie Stafford 

 
Treasurer—Dr. Carol Hedges 

 

Secretary—Dr. Michelle Leibold 
AVMA Delegate—Dr. Mary Ann Hollick 

 
AVMA Alternate Delegate 

Dr. Amanda Taylor 
 

Legislative Liaison—Dr. Jim Delker 
 

Member at Large—Dr. Brian Davidson 
 
 

AKVMA CONTACT INFO 

Patricia Anderson 
Executive Director 

AKVMA 
PO Box 1231 

Bismarck ND 58502-1231 
Phone: 907.205.4272   

Email: info@akvma.org 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

AKVMA News  is a publication of the Alaska State 
Veterinary Medical Association for its members.  Comments 
should be sent to Pat Anderson, AKVMA Executive Director; 
execdir@akvma.org. 

 

FIND US ON THE WEB 

Go to akvma.org 

2020 AKVMA 

 ZOOM Membership 

Meeting 

 

October 4th 

6:00—7:30pm 

Stay Connected! 
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